Thisthesis is dedicated to my best friend and partner, Juan Carlos Serra Palacios,
to all my Latino friendsin SoCal;

to my Dad, for understanding my goals;

and to my Mom, just because.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This project would have taken on atotally different spin if not for the research, writing,
and editoria style of Dr. Sol Cohen at the UCLA Graduate School of Education. | am
forever indebted to his unconscious mentoring, his professional informality, and his
personal eccentricity. His scholarly influence permeates the narrative tone of this
undertaking.

Thanks are also in order to the Director of my thesis, Dr. Paul Rich, for his jovia
encouragement and academic frankness; to Dr. Mary Alcocer, who offered invaluable,
last-minute assistance and advice in the completion of this commission; and to Dr. Mark
B. Ryan, whose reservation and patience have been comforting in these hectic times.

Finally, 1 would like to express gratitude to The Hewlett Foundation for its generous
scholarship that has enabled me to dedicate myself wholly to academic endeavors during
my tenure at the Universidad de las Americas, Puebla.



MASTER’S THESIS:

“Mexican Americans and The Members of Congress Who Represent Them:
A Contemporary Study of Los Angeles County”

By Cara A. Walker Benevedes

e
W, DA T o,




