
Anexo III  
Situación con Chipre2

Relations with Neighbours

Cyprus

Following  Cyprus'  independence  in  1960,  tensions  between  the  Greek  and  Turkish 
Cypriots increased. The Turkish Cypriot minority retreated into small enclaves, under UN 
protection from 1964, after outbreaks of serious intercommunal fighting. In July 1974 
Turkish troops landed in northern Cyprus following a coup on the island by extremists 
against the elected President, which was backed by the military junta then in power in 
Greece. The island has been effectively partitioned ever since and approximately 36% of 
the territory of the Republic is not under the control of the Government of the Republic of 
Cyprus. A large Turkish military presence also remains in the north of the island.

Since 1974 there have been a series of UN-sponsored talks aimed at achieving a just, 
lasting and comprehensive settlement. These have so far failed to achieve this aim. The 
latest UN-led effort to solve the Cyprus Problem came to an end on 24 April 2004 when 
the UN Secretary General's Comprehensive Settlement Plan (the 'Annan Plan') was put to 
separate and simultaneous referenda on both sides  of the island.  The Greek Cypriots 
voted against this plan, the Turkish Cypriots in favour. As a result, Cyprus joined the EU 
on 1 May as a divided island with the EU acquis suspended in the north.

The UK continues to work for a reunited Cyprus. In this context, we fully support the EU 
position,  agreed  on  26  April  2004,  to  end the  international  isolation  of  the  Turkish 
Cypriots. We believe that a bi-zonal, bi-communal federal state remains the most likely 
basis for a comprehensive UN settlement on the island, and there is renewed optimism for 
significant  progress  to  be  made  since  the  election  of  a  new President  of  Cyprus  in 
February 2008.
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 UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “Country Profiles. Turkey”, http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-

the-fco/country-profiles/europe/turkey/?profile=all, (consultado el 3 de marzo de 2008). 
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