
Anexo I 
Información General sobre Turquía1

Area: Approx 780,000 sq km (300,000 sq miles)
Capital city: Ankara
People: Majority Turks. Minorities recognised under the Turkish Constitution: Jews, 
Armenians and Greeks. Other ethnic peoples include Kurds, Circassians and Bosnians.
Language: Turkish (official), Kurdish
Religion: Muslim
Currency: New Turkish Lira (YTL)
Major political parties: AKP (Justice and Development Party), CHP (Republican 
People's Party), MHP (Nationalist Action Party), DTP (Democratic Society Party), DSP 
(Democratic Left Party), BBP (Great Union Party), ODP (Freedom and Solidarity Party) 
and DP (Democrat Party).
Government: Parliamentary republic
Head of State: President Abdullah Gul
Prime Minister: Recep Tayyip Erdogan (AKP)
Foreign Minister: Ali Babacan (AKP)
Membership of international groupings/organisations: UN, NATO, the Council of 
Europe, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), an Associate Member of the 
Western European Union, and a candidate for accession to the European Union 
(negotiations started on 3 October 2005).

Location: South eastern Europe and south western Asia, bordering the Black Sea, 
between Bulgaria and Georgia, and bordering the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, 
between Greece and Syria
Geographic coordinates: 39 00 N, 35 00 E
Area: total: 780,580 sq km, land: 770,760 sq km, water: 9,820 sq km
Land boundaries: total: 2,627km, border countries: Armenia 268km, Azerbaijan 9km, 
Bulgaria 240km, Georgia 252km, Greece 206km, Iran 499km, Iraq 331km, Syria 822km
Coastline: 8,333km
Climate: temperate; hot, dry summers with mild, wet winters; harsher in interior
Terrain: mostly mountains; narrow coastal plain; high central plateau (Anatolia)
Elevation extremes: lowest point: Mediterranean Sea 0 m, highest point: Mount Ararat 
5,166m
Natural resources: antimony, coal, chromium, mercury, copper, borate, sulphur, iron ore
Land use: arable land: 32%, permanent crops: 4%, permanent pastures: 16%, forests and 
woodland: 26%, other: 22% (1993 est.)
Irrigated land: 36,740 sq km
Natural hazards: severe earthquakes, especially in northern Turkey.

1
 UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “Country Profiles. Turkey”, http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-

the-fco/country-profiles/europe/turkey/?profile=all, (consultado el 3 de marzo de 2008). 
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ECONOMY

GDP:US$378.4 billion in 2006 (US$361.5 billion in 2005)
GDP per head: US$5,202 in 2006 (US$ 5,016 in 2005)
Annual Growth: 7.4% in 2005 (8.9% in 2004)
Inflation: Year-on-year CPI as of March 2006: 8.16%
Major Industries: Automotive, Textiles, Iron & Steel, clothing, electrical machinery
Major trading partners: Germany, Italy, France, UK

POLITICS

Recent Political Developments

In elections in November 2002, only the socially conservative Justice and Development 
Party  (AKP)  and  the  centre-left  Republican  People's  Party  (CHP)  crossed  the  10% 
threshold needed to return MPs to parliament, with 34% and 19% of the vote respectively. 
Although ANAP, DYP, SHP, HYP did acquire parliamentary representation following 
defections from AKP and CHP.

Following the 2002 election, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the chairman of AKP, could not 
take office as Prime Minister because of a conviction for ‘inciting religious hatred’ for 
remarks made in  a speech in  1998,  which banned him from standing for election  to 
Parliament.  As a result, Abdullah Gül, his deputy became PM instead. After Parliament 
had passed a constitutional amendment that annulled the ban and removed the effects of 
the conviction, Erdogan was elected to Parliament in a by-election on 9 March. Gül then 
stepped down as PM, enabling Erdogan to form a new government. Gül was subsequently 
appointed Foreign Minister.

Key issues that dominated the AKP's political agenda have included: Iraq, EU accession, 
Cyprus and the economy. In November 2003 the Government also had to deal with four 
major terrorist attacks which targeted two synagogues, the British Consulate-General and 
the HSBC bank, all in Istanbul, and an ongoing campaign by Kurdish separatist terrorists.

Presidential elections were originally arranged for April 2007, but the AK Party candidate 
Abdullah Gul's presidential candidacy was strongly opposed by the opposition party CHP, 
because of Gul’s supposed background in political Islam. The role of President has often 
been held by the secular establishment, and so the CHP refused to attend the voting. The 
failure of Parliament to elect a President precipitated early parliamentary elections on 22 
July 2007.

The governing AK Party were re-elected by popular vote, and gained a solid majority of 
seats. The official results were as follows:

• Justice and Development Party (AKP): 46.5% (341 seats) 
• Republican People's Party (CHP): 20.9% (112 seats) 
• Nationalist Action Party (MHP): 14.3% (70 seats) 
• Independent Candidates: 5.3% (26 seats) 
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Following the parliamentary elections, AK Party candidate and former Foreign Minister, 
Abdullah Gul was elected President by the new parliament on 28 August 2007.

Since the elections, some of the main developments include the signing of a UK-Turkey 
Strategic Partnership in October, which outlines key areas of UK-Turkish co-operation; 
the signing off of amendments to the Constitution in February, which most notably allows 
the wearing of headscarves in universities;  and an increase of military activity on the 
border with Iraq, including a brief cross-border ground operation in February, targeting 
PKK terrorist camps.

On 14 March 2008, the Chief Prosecutor of the Appeals Court filed a law suit at the 
Constitutional Court for closure of the governing AK party, accusing them of violating 
secular principles. On 31 March, the Constitutional Court ruled unanimously that the case 
was admissible. The Court will now look at the content of the allegations while the AKP 
prepares to submit its defence. This process is likely to run for some 9-12 months.
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