
Anexo 1. 
 

The Quebec Act, October 1774 
 

III… Provided always, and be it enacted: That nothing in this Act contained shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to make void, or to vary or alter any Right, Title, or 
Possession, derived under any Grant, Conveyance, or otherwise nowsoever, of or to any 
Lands within the said Province, or the Provinces thereto adjoining; but that the same 
shall remain and be in Force, and have Effect, as if this Act had never been made. 

IV… And whereas the Provisions, made by the said Proclamation, in respect to the 
Civil Government of the said Province of Quebec, and the Powers and Authorities given 
to the Governor and other Civil Officers of the said Province, by the Grants and 
Commissions issued in consequence thereof, have been found, upon Experience, to be 
inapplicable to the State and Circumstances of the said Province, the Inhabitants 
whereof amounted, at the Conquest, to above sixty-five thousand Persons professing the 
Religion of the Church of Rome, and enjoying an established Form of Constitution and 
System of Laws, by which their Persons and Property had been protected, governed, 
and ordered, for a long Series of Years, from the first Establishment of the said Province 
of Canada; be it therefore further enacted by the Authority aforesaid… 

V… And, for the more perfect Security and Ease of the Minds of the Inhabitants of the 
said Province, it is hereby declared: That his Majesty's Subjects, professing the Religion 
of the Church of Rome of and in the said Province of Quebec, may have, hold, and 
enjoy, the free Exercise of the Religion of the Church of Rome, subject to the King's 
Supremacy, declared and established by an Act, made in the first Year of the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, over all the Dominions and Countries which then did, or thereafter 
should belong, to the Imperial Crown of this Realm; and that the Clergy of the said 
Church may hold, receive, and enjoy, their accustomed Dues and Rights, with respect to 
such Persons only as shall profess the said Religion. 

VII… Provided always, and be it enacted: That no Person professing the Religion of the 
Church of Rome, and residing in the said Province, shall be obliged to take the Oath 
required by the said Statute passed in the first Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, or 
any other Oaths substituted by any other Act in the Place thereof; but that every such 
Person who, by the said Statute, is required to take the Oath therein mentioned, shall be 
obliged, and is hereby required, to take and subscribe the following Oath before the 
Governor, or such other Person in such Court of Record as his Majesty shall appoint, 
who are hereby authorized to administer the same… 

VIII… And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid: That all his Majesty's 
Canadian Subjects within the Province of Quebec, the religious orders and 
Communities only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their Property and Possessions, 
together with all Customs and Usages relative thereto, and all other their Civil Rights, in 
as large, ample, and beneficial Manner, as if the said Proclamation, Commissions, 
Ordinances, and other Acts and Instruments had not been made, and as may consist with 
their Allegiance to his Majesty, and Subjection to the Crown and Parliament of Great 
Britain… 
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X… Provided also: That it shall and may be lawful to and for every Person that is 
Owner of any Lands, Goods, or Credits, in the said Province, and that has a Right to 
alienate the said Lands, Goods, or Credits, in his or her Lifetime, by Deed of Sale, Gift, 
or otherwise, to devise or bequeath the same at his or her Death, by his or her last Will 
and Testament; any Law, Usage, or Custom, heretofore or now prevailing in the 
Province, to the contrary hereof in any-wise notwithstanding; .such Will being executed 
either according to the Laws of Canada, or according to the Forms prescribed by the 
Laws of England. 

XI. And whereas the Certainty and Lenity of the Criminal Law of England, and the 
Benefits and Advantages resulting from the Use of it, have been sensibly felt by the 
Inhabitants, from an Experience of more than nine Years, during which it has been 
uniformly administered: be it therefore further enacted by the Authority aforesaid: That 
the same shall continue to be administered, and shall be observed as Law in the 
Province of Quebec, as well in the Description and Quality of the Offence as in the 
Method of Prosecution and Trial; and the Punishments and Forfeitures thereby inflicted 
to the Exclusion of every other Rule of Criminal Law, or Mode of Proceeding thereon, 
which did or might prevail in the said Province before the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-four; any Thing in this Act to the contrary thereof 
in any respect notwithstanding; subject nevertheless to such Alterations and 
Amendments as the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, or Commander in Chief for the 
Time being, by and with the Advice and Consent of the legislative Council of the said 
Province, hereafter to be appointed, shall, from Time to Time, cause to be made therein, 
in Manner hereinafter directed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fuente: Law Department, Yale University website:  
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